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4 Points: Your guide
to weekend entertainment

COLORADO

GOP sides
with Bush
Trio of Republicans vote to
uphold veto of children’s
health program expansion
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A truck driver who identified himself only at “TJ” hooks up chains at the base of Rabbit Ears Pass on Thursday morning. Recent storms brought several inches of snow to the
area and forced truck drivers to chain up before venturing over Rabbit Ears on Thursday.

‘A La Niña winter’

Meteorologist predicts heavy snow in Steamboat similar to 2005-06
Alexis DeLaCruz
PILOT & TODAY STAFF

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

A daunting
challenge
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Wednesday night’s storm
could signal the beginning of a
good ski season in Steamboat
Springs.
Joe Ramey, a National
Weather Service meteorologist in Grand Junction, said
Thursday that another storm
is expected to dump more
snow on the area this weekend. And although that snow
will melt by early next week,

■ LOTTO
Thursday night’s
Cash 5 numbers:
17-18-22-23-32
Drawings are held
Monday through
Saturday.

Routt County residents should
keep their shovels handy in the
coming months.
Despite National Weather
Service reports in September
that predicted above-average
temperatures and average precipitation for the Steamboat
area through February, Ramey
said Routt County could be in
store for a winter similar to
that of 2005-06.
“We are heading into a La
Niña winter, which bodes well
for Steamboat Springs. Our
studies indicate that the area

■ WEATHER

Mostly
cloudy.
Warmer.
High of 56.
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should get hit with lots of snow
in December and early January
like it did two years ago,” he
said. “That’s what we’re hoping for.”
More than 400 inches of
snow fell on the Steamboat
Ski Area in the winter of 200506. It was the fourth snowiest
winter on record for the ski
area.
Winter could begin to settle
in this weekend, Ramey said.
“The beginnings of the next
system already is following on
the storm’s heels,” Ramey said.

“The clouds already are moving in.”
Ramey said a Pacific cold
front should settle over the
Yampa Valley on Saturday and
drop temperatures into the low
teens.
“This one packs a punch,”
he said. “It looks like the first
taste of winter.”

Accidents scarce
Wednesday’s snow squall
was the fifth Pacific storm that
See Weather, page 72

■ READER FORUM

Share your insights and opinions
on current events and issues of local
importance through the Steamboat
Pilot & Today READER FORUM.
Just log on and go to:
www.steamboatpilot.com

