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LAST WEEK: Should a four-field sports 
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Airport to help accommodate Triple Crown?
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THIS WEEK: In light of starry views during 
last Sunday’s power outage, is downtown 
Steamboat Springs too bright at night?
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Mostly sunny 
and warm. 
High of 77.
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MATT STENSLAND/STAFF

Handguns are displayed at Elk River Guns in Steamboat. Hundreds of county res-
idents have a concealed weapon permit — and registration for training is growing.

Melinda Dudley
PILOT & TODAY STAFF

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

High demand for concealed 
weapon permits, in part prompt-
ed by large-scale acts of violence 
across the country, means the 
Routt County Sheriff’s Office is 
offering more training opportu-
nities than ever before.

Back in 2002, the Sheriff’s 

Office only taught two concealed 
weapons classes a year. Last 
year, citizen demand prompted 
the Sheriff’s Office to lead five 
courses, and Sheriff ’s Office 
Investigator Ken Klinger expects 
even more this year after first-
come, first-serve registration for 
last month’s course filled up in 
only two hours.

“The carry classes are always 
full,” Routt County Rifle Club 

President Bryan Tuck said. 
“When they get ready to do 

a class, there’s always a huge 
line of people waiting at 7:30 in 
the morning to sign up. Good 
grief.”

State laws are impacting local 
gun ownership as well.

“In 2003, the state of Colo-
rado went to a shall-issue state, 
so we had a huge wave of them,” 
Klinger said. In order to be issued 

a concealed weapons permit, the 
applicant must meet a series of 
criteria, including achieving a 
certain level of gun safety educa-
tion and passing a background 
check.

In 2003, 173 people in Routt 
County had a permit. Klinger 
said last month that “hundreds” 
of people now have a con-
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A young couple strolls with their child down a trail in the urban redevelop-
ment of the former Stapleton International Airport in Denver. Steamboat Springs 
officials, developers, utility providers and members of the public toured the devel-
opment Friday.

Brandon Gee
PILOT & TODAY STAFF

DENVER

An ice cream truck jingles in 
the distance as young couples 
ride bikes, push strollers and walk 
dogs past ultramodern architec-
ture, through extravagant round-
abouts and over brick crosswalks 
on their way to outdoor sidewalk 
cafés below vibrant banners pro-
claiming, “Spring has sprung.”

This could be west Steamboat. 
For now, it’s the urban redevel-

opment of the former Stapleton 

International Airport in Denver, 
which has employed new urban 
design principles Steamboat 
Springs officials hope to see 
implemented in developments 
west of city limits. As a response 
to suburban sprawl, new urbanist 
neighborhoods are designed to 
be dense and pedestrian-friendly. 
They typically contain commer-
cial districts, parks and other fea-
tures that reduce the need for 
off-site automobile trips.

Stapleton and Lowry — a sim-
ilar redeveloped Denver neigh-
borhood on the site of a closed 

Air Force base — were the desti-
nations Friday for Steamboat city 
employees, City Council mem-
bers, planning commissioners, 
utility providers, developers and 
members of the public. The road 
trip was billed as a chance to see 
what works and what doesn’t; 
officials hope it will aid their 
review of developments such as 
Steamboat 700 and 360 Village, 
projects the city is considering for 
annexation.

Troy Russ of community plan-

Trip to Denver gives eye-opening look at urbanist design

City sees future west of town

See City, page 16A
Mike Lawrence
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HAYDEN

The overflowing bleach-
ers and bright sunshine at the 
Hayden High School football 
field would have made Mark 
and Levi Klapperich smile.

It was a set-
ting both men, 
father and son, 
knew and loved.

Hundreds of 
people gathered at 
the field Saturday 
afternoon to re -
member, honor 
and mourn Mark 
and Levi Klap -
perich, who died 
after a May 25 
plane crash near 
Fish Creek Res -
ervoir east of 
Steam  boat Spr-
ings. Levi Klap -

perich, a 26-year-old experi-
enced pilot with two aviation 
degrees, was flying the twin-
engine Cessna and had taken 
off from Yampa Valley Regional 
Airport in Hayden. He and his 
father never made it to their 
destination of Fort Collins. The 
two planned to run the Bolder 
Boulder 10K race Monday.

Their shared interests, in -
cluding Tigers athletics and a 
love for the Hayden commu-
nity, were themes of Saturday’s 
service.

“Many of us cheered for him 
until our throats burned,” Doug 
Zirkle of the Mission of Grace 
Baptist Church said of Levi, 
who starred for Tigers football 
and basketball teams in the late 
’90s. “You always felt a little bit 
tougher with a guy like Levi on 
your team.”

Mark Klapperich, 56, an -
nounced Tiger football and bas-
ketball games for more than 20 
years — and called games like 
he saw them, longtime family 
friend Janet Babish said.

In sharing his “geezer wis-
dom” with the Steamboat 
Springs High School Class 

of 2008, class-selected speaker 
Jim Bronner urged the gradu-
ates to ignore everyone’s expec-
tations and follow their own 
dreams, with the help of a few 

choice words 
from Mark 
Twain that 
were “des-
tined” to be 
read for the 
graduating 
Sailors.

“I urge 
you to throw off the bowlines. 
Sail away from safe harbor. 
Catch the trade winds in your 
sails. Explore, dream, discov-
er,” said Bronner, assistant to 
the boys basketball team and 
booster club member.

The Class of 2008, with 
172 graduates, is the largest 
in Steamboat Springs High 
School’s history. Friends, fam-
ily and well-wishers packed 
the standing-room-only Kelly 
Meek Gymnasium on Saturday 
afternoon to see the graduates 
accept their diplomas and flip 
the tassels on their mortar-
boards while wearing black 
caps and gowns.

“Many of you have been 
together in school since kinder-
garten. Embrace and cherish 
your shared past,” Bronner said. 
“You have no more classes, tests 

Hundreds gather to 
mourn Mark and 
Levi Klapperich

Crowd 
packs  
service

To give
In lieu of 
flowers, 
memorial 
donations may 
be made to the 
Mark and Levi 
Klapperich 
Memorial Fund 
in care of First 
National Bank 
of the Rockies 
or Grant 
Mortuary, 621 
Yampa Ave., 
Craig, CO, 
81625.

See Service, page 16A

JOEL REICHENBERGER/STAFF

Steamboat Springs senior Luke Kamieniecki receives a hug from co-senior class sponsor Carole Buetler moments after getting his diploma from the other class 
sponsor, Ben Clark, on Saturday at the Steamboat Springs High School graduation. For photographs of graduating Steamboat Springs High School seniors and a list 
of awarded scholarships, see pages 6A to 11A.

Steamboat Springs High School’s largest class graduates

Sailing away
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See Graduation, page 11A

Routt County Sheriff’s Office seeing marked increase in training registration

Concealed weapon permits on the rise

See Weapons, page 15A
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