
This week, the Steamboat Springs City Council will 
decide whether it wants to convene as the Steamboat 
Springs Liquor License Authority to consider reversing 

the controversial revocation of Kevin Nerney’s liquor license.
In the weeks and months ahead, council members will 

decide whether they want to convene as the Liquor License 
Authority ever again.

Many Colorado communities similar to Steamboat 

Springs delegate liquor license decisions to an outside body 
such as a board, commission or hearing officer. Lately, there 
has been a push by some Steamboat Springs city officials 
— including Councilwoman Cari Hermacinski and City 
Clerk Julie Jordan — to do the same.

“I think it’s a great idea,” Jordan said. “I think (other 
communities) have all found success in having a separate 
entity, whether it be a board or other entity.”
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Christie delays
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Neither the weather nor the new 
Christie Peak Express chairlift coop-
erated much with local skiers and 
riders Saturday, the first day of the 
2007-08 ski season for which season 
and value passes were honored on 
the mountain.

Christie Peak Express, the ski 
area’s new six-passenger lift, had 
a seamless debut Friday but went 
out of commission twice Saturday. 
The lift opened 45 minutes late 
Saturday morning because of ice 
buildup overnight, and it was shut 
down for about 1 hour and 15 min-

utes Saturday afternoon because 
of mechanical problems, ski area 
spokesman Mike Lane said.

A belt on the lift broke at about 
1 p.m., leaving some passengers 
stranded and many other skiers and 
riders in a lurch. 

With the gondola closed while 
awaiting installation of a new haul 
rope, Christie Peak Express is the 
only option for leaving the base 
area and providing linkage with 
the Thunderhead Express lift. The 
Preview lift is also open, providing 
access to a beginner trail at the base 
of the ski area.

During Christie Peak Express’ 
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Snowboarder Andrew Merino tries to stay warm as he waits out an unexpected delay in service 
on the new Christie Peak Express six-passenger chairlift Saturday afternoon. A mechanical problem 
with the lift was resolved by ski area employees, and the lift went back into service later Saturday 
afternoon.
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A Navajo bronze sculpture entitled “Large Peaceful 
Meditation” sits on display at the Depot Art Center in Steamboat 
Springs on Friday evening.  The piece, by artist Ed Yazzie, is listed 
for sale at $8,200.
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The Steamboat Springs art community is getting 
organized.

This week, 15 galleries, studios, museums, restau-
rants and businesses will come together for a First 
Friday art walk. The event is a way to draw attention 

to “a critical mass” of art spaces 
“that we didn’t have before,” said 
Linda Laughlin, director of visu-
al arts for the Steamboat Springs 
Arts Council.

There’s no expectation that the 
event will be wildly popular on its 
first go-around, or that everything 
featured will be world-class work, 
Laughlin said. For now, the plan 
is to involve as many art spaces 
as possible and consistently have 
galleries open on the first Friday 

of every month.
“A lot of this art is not going to be highbrow, but 

it’s going to be somebody local,” Laughlin said. “I’m 
particularly interested in keeping the heart of the 
community.”

The goal of a First Friday event is not to give 
more exposure to established artists, or to drum up 
business, or to sip wine and philosophize about what 
defines art. The goal is to put new work on the walls 
on a regular basis and get the community excited 
about that in itself.

“It’s not just a hoity-toity, high-end business. An 
art walk really needs to be for emerging artists and 
new art,” Laughlin said. “Historically, art walks and 
what we call “alternative venues” — like coffee shops 
— are really, really valuable for emerging artists.”

While it’s not abnormal for art walks to be lucra-
tive for restaurants and retail outlets that display 
works or sit between galleries, Laughlin said the 

If you go
What: First Friday 
Art Walk
When: 5 to 8 p.m. 
Friday
Where: 
Downtown gal-
leries and busi-
nesses
Cost: Free
Call: 879-9008

Drawn 
together

For arts community, 
First Friday is a 
collective effort
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Doak Walker Care Center administrator and director of nursing Lee 
Dickey discusses the progression of Alzheimer’s Disease at the center in Steamboat 
Springs on Friday afternoon.
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Janet Panebaker first noticed signs 
of Alzheimer’s in her mother when the 
85-year-old woman could no longer ori-
entate herself between Howelsen Hill and 
the Steamboat Ski Area.

“I said, ‘Mom, what’s going on?’ and 
she said at that point, ‘Something is wrong 
with my brain,’” Panebaker recalled.

“I told my mom she should talk to my 

dad, but then my mom didn’t talk to him, 
so I kind of encouraged the conversation 
to get started. She knew that something 
was different and that it was scary, so we 
talked about it quite a bit, but I wanted it 
to be her to be the one to talk to my dad 
about it.”

Panebaker’s mother is one of 64,000 
people living with Alzheimer’s in 
Colorado, according to the Alzheimer’s 
Association. The disease destroys brain 

Alzheimer’s families learn 
to laugh and cry together

See Alzheimer’s, page 9ASee Art Walk, page 10A

Balancing   the booze

Many cities delegate 
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New lift encounters problems
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