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OUTSIDEINSIDE
LAST WEEK: Should the city restore the noon 
whistle to downtown Steamboat Springs?
Results/5A

VIEWPOINTS
To report home delivery problems, 

please call (970) 871-4250 on Sunday 
from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Missed papers 

will be delivered by 10:30 a.m.

www.steamboatpilot.com
THIS WEEK: Do you think America’s next 
president will be true to his campaign 
promises?
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Clouding up. 
Nighttime 
showers. 
High of 60.
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Steamboat Springs’ employ-
ment situation is “night and 
day” compared with six months 
ago, a business owner said last 
week.

Steve Hitchcock, who plans to 
open Zirkel Trading this month, 
said he has had no problem 
finding applicants for his new 
store. He’s gotten bites from the 
East Coast, the West Coast, the 
Front Range and Steamboat, 
he said. Despite the economy, 
Hitchcock is optimistic about 
the coming tourism season.

“I am reminded of what it 
was like here in October of 2001 
after Sept. 11, and no one was 
traveling anywhere for anything,” 
Hitchcock said. “The discussion 
around town was that it could 
be bad, maybe nobody comes, 
and when it came down to it, we 
had an OK winter.”

Applications also are pouring 
in at Johnny B Good’s Diner, 
said Mike Diemer, who owns the 
restaurant with his wife. The two 
aren’t looking to hire anyone but 
have seen three times the number 
of applications they typically get 
this time of year, Diemer said.

“Jobs are dropping off in gen-
eral, and … I think businesses 
are tightening their belts and 
waiting to see,” Diemer said. “I 
think some jobs will open up 
as the season starts. If the snow 
doesn’t fly early like last year, I 
think that’ll affect it.”

The Diemers have seen some 
construction workers coming in 
who need jobs, he said. They’re 
holding off on hiring until they 
see how the ski season shapes 
up, Diemer said.

At Yampa Valley Medical 
Associates, Dr. Brian Harring -
ton said 18 people applied for 
an open business office posi-
tion. The medical office is accus-
tomed to getting two or three 
applicants.

“Many of the individuals 
were people from other industry 

Brandon Gee
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This time of year, the tran-
quility at the confluence of 
Sarvis Creek and the Yampa 
River periodically is broken by 
the crack of gunshots.

For non-hunting visitors to 
the Sarvis Creek State Wild life 
Area and Sarvis Creek Wil-
derness such as Pat Roberts, 

the disturbance is tolerable for 
about two months a year. A 
recent Colorado Division of 
Wildlife project, however, is 
not.

“It’s just so drastic,” Roberts 
said as she walked down the 
DOW’s new road between a 
concrete bridge and the Sarvis 
Creek Trailhead, where only a 
footpath had been before. “It’s 
devastating, because it really 
was one of these unique, pris-

tine areas in the county where 
a lot of people used it, but 
you never really saw a lot of 
people.”

Roberts was one of about 
a dozen people who contacted 
Routt County with concerns 
about the DOW project, which 
also added parking areas for 
hunters.

“They have voiced con-

Historic campaign nears close
Liz Sidoti

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON

Counting down to Election 
Day, Barack Obama appears 
within reach of becoming the 
nation’s first black president 
as the epic campaign draws to 
a close against a backdrop of 

economic crisis and lingering 
war. John McCain, the battle-
scarred warrior, holds out hope 
for a Truman-beats-Dewey-style 
upset.

Whoever wins, the country’s 
44th president immediately will 
confront some of the most dif-
ficult economic challenges since 
the Great Depression.

In that effort, he’ll almost 
surely be working with a stron-
ger Democratic majority in 
Congress, as well as among 
governors and state legislatures 
nationwide. GOP incumbents 
at every level are endangered 
just eight years after President 
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Pat Roberts is one of several residents who are upset about the recent road and 
parking project at the Sarvis Creek State Wildlife Area.

Sarvis plan questioned
DOW work in wilderness area upsets some users

See DOW, page 10A
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Lowell Whiteman Primary School student Miles Madsen Borden plays the role of a college student being interviewed by TV reporter Shea Burger during 
a dress rehearsal for “Election Connection.”

Election season can be a constant 
headache of political calls, prick-
ly political discussions and end-

less signs around town, but for teachers 
in Routt County, it also is a teaching 
opportunity. 

In Cindy Ruzicka’s classes at the 
Lowell Whiteman Primary School, for 
example, the second-, third- and fourth-
grade students performed “Election 

Connection,” a play Ruzicka wrote that 
presents presidential facts and civics les-
sons as a way to learn about the political 
process. Ruzicka said the students bring 
a new energy to the course this year 

because of national events. In local high 
school and college classrooms, that vital-
ity is magnified because of the increasing 
opinions, news awareness and personal 
investment of older students. But no 
matter the age, there is no doubt that the 
turbulent, news-every-minute campaign 
season is raising student interest and 

Real-life lessons

7 racially 
motivated 
offenses 
reported 
last year
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Despite its small popula-
tion, Steamboat Springs ranked 
in the top five Colorado cit-
ies for reported hate crimes in 
2007, according to FBI statistics 
released last week. 

Seven hate crimes were 
reported in Steamboat Springs 
last year, all with racial or ethnic 
biases. Steamboat reported the 
same number of hate crimes as 
Colorado Springs — which has 
more than 40 times the popula-
tion, according to figures used 
by the FBI.

The FBI defines hate crimes 
as those motivated in whole or 
in part by a bias against the 
victim’s perceived race, religion, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation or 
disability. 

Out of participating Colora-
do municipalities, only Denver, 
Boulder and Fort Collins 
reported more hate crimes than 
Steamboat in 2007 — 24, 10 and 
8, respectively.

But the numbers do not nec-
essarily tell the story, Steamboat 
Springs Police Capt. Joel Rae 
said. 

“Obviously, society today 
is not tolerant of hate crimes. 
We’re not tolerant of it. The 
community as a whole is not 
tolerant of it,” Rae said. “That’s 
why we have legislation against 
it.”

Rae also noted the likeli-
hood that more bias-motivated 
crimes go on across the state 
than are included in the FBI’s 
figures.

“It is my belief that we are 
reporting hate crimes correctly 
and that other jurisdictions are 
probably not,” Rae said. 

More than 80 Colorado mun-
icipalities reported zero hate 
crimes to the FBI in 2007.

The biases behind hate crimes 
often are the result of a lack 
of understanding, and the best 
way to fix that is through first-
hand experience, Integrated 

See Employment, page 10A
See Election, page 12A
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Sen. Barack Obama greets supporters after speaking at a Vote for Change rally 
at Osceola Heritage Park in Kissimmee, Fla., on Wednesday.

Students study civics, feel election energy
SUNDAYFOCUS
STORY BY ZACH FRIDELL

Business owners 
get more résumés 

than normal

See Hate crimes, page 10A See Campaign, page 9A

Obama reaches for landslide; McCain holds out hope
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