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inside Steamboat schools?
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High of 27.
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Some call installing security 
cameras in Steamboat schools 
authoritarian. Others, including 
many students, call it a neces-
sity.

Whether the communi-
ty would support such a step 
remains in question.

“Since we are not in inner-
city Detroit, we are in a little 
town in Colorado, it is more of a 
luxury to have security cameras 
than a necessity,” said Thomas 
Lotz, a sophomore at Steamboat 
Springs High School. “We also 
have teachers and cops watching 
us, and we have students who 
keep an eye out for that stuff.”

Senior Kevin Bertrand said 
he supports installing cameras 
inside the schools, such as in 
hallways, the library and other 
common areas.

“I don’t think they are going 
to be watching our every move,” 
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On the morning of Nov. 26, 
Russ Blackhurst of Steamboat 
Springs — a 30-year-old recent 
dental school graduate practic-
ing in Craig — suffered seri-
ous injuries in a car crash near 
Milner.

The crash occurred when 
Teodora Diaz Simon, of Craig, 
spun out while exiting a turn 
on a snowy U.S. Highway 40 
and skidded into Blackhurst in 

the oncoming lane. Diaz was 
killed in the accident. Police said 
Diaz’s speed and lack of ade-
quate winter tires played a role 
in the crash.

Diaz was driving without 

a driver’s license or insurance, 
according to an accident report 
from the Colorado State Patrol. 
According to U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, there 
is no record of Diaz’s lawful 
residence in the United States. 
The car she was driving belongs 
to a Gunnison woman. Diaz’s 
body is being repatriated to her 
hometown in the Mexican state 
of Nayarit, officials with the 
Mexican consulate in Denver 
said.
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Sitting in new-fallen snow Thursday is one of the Columbine Cabins, a rental/lodging property that recently won a spot on the U.S. Department of the Interior’s National 
Register of Historic Places. Canadian businessman James R. Caron established Columbine as a mining camp in 1881.           

In his 1949 account of 
Colorado mining towns, 
author Muriel Sibell Wolle 

describes Columbine, a once-
booming gold mining com-
munity in North Routt County, 
this way:

“Four 
miles north 
of Hahn’s 
Peak is 
Columbine, 
a new town 
in 1897 
which, 
according 

to Calhoun’s ‘Colorado Gold 
Fields,’ with its ‘score of houses 
and cabins may round into a 
city one day.’ … It was no city 
when we got there in 1942. 
When we stopped at the one 
store to inquire the way to the 
Royal Flush mine … The pro-
prietress, who is the only inhab-
itant during the winter, pointed 
out the road and told us it was 
two miles to the property.”

That passage comes from 
“Stampede to Timberline: 
Ghost Towns and Mining 
Camps of Colorado.” The “one 
store” Wolle describes is now 
the offices, mercantile and mini-
museum of Columbine Cabins, 
a rental/lodging property that 
recently won a spot on the U.S. 

Recent historic designation gives Columbine a boost

Still a gold mine
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See Columbine, page 12A

Opinions split on citizenship requirements for drivers

License debate speeds up

If you go
What: Open Mic Night in benefit of 
Russ Blackhurst
When: 7 p.m. on Dec. 20
Where: Olympian Hall at Howelsen Hill
Cost: $10 donation recommended
Contact: Call Joe Carberry at 819-2118 
for more information

See License, page 11A
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HUDSON

One person died on Interstate 
76 near Hudson on Saturday as 
cold air kept temperatures in the 
teens and 20s and turned light 
snow falling on Colorado high-
ways into ice.

In southern Colorado, an 
avalanche forced the closure of 
U.S. 160 over Wolf Creek Pass, 
said Mike Murray, Colorado 
Department of Transportation 
spokesman. There were no imme-
diate reports of injuries.

The single car accident in 
northern Colorado happened 
about 5 a.m., with the person 
being ejected from the vehicle, 
said Master Trooper Ron Watkins 
of the Colorado State Patrol. 
Troopers were also responding 
to numerous accidents across the 
state, most of them minor from 
people sliding on icy roadways.

While more than 2 feet of snow 

Driver 
dies on 
icy state 
highway

Security cameras 
inside schools 

spur debate

Teens 
talk 
trust

See Highway, page 10A

See Security, page 10A

Melinda Dudley
PILOT & TODAY STAFF

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

Area Democrats, Rep-
ublicans and independent vot-
ers came together Saturday to 
support the state Senate cam-
paign of Rep. Al White, R-
Winter Park, at a meet-and-
greet fundraiser in Steamboat 
Springs.

White’s campaign strategy 
will involve reaching out to 
Yampa Valley voters from all 
sides of the political spectrum 
and emphasizing his ties to the 

area. Several dozen area sup-
porters, along with the politi-
cally curious, stopped by the 
event at Mambo Italiano.

His appeal to voters stems 
from being a “moderate 
Republican” who is engaged 
with his constituency, said 
Roxane Miller-Freutel, who 
describes herself  as “very 
bipartisan.”

“From my personal expe-
rience, he’s a politician who 
listens — he doesn’t just shake 
your hand,” Miller-Freutel 
said, as she filled out a volun-

teer card offering her services 
for White’s campaign.

White will take part in what 
is expected to be a contentious 
contest with former Steamboat 
Springs City Councilman Ken 
Brenner for the District 8 seat 
being vacated by term-limited 
Sen. Jack Taylor, R-Steamboat 
Springs. 

“I’ve been told this is the 
(Colorado) Senate Democrats’ 
No. 1 race, so they’ll be spend-
ing a lot of money against 
me,” White said.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY BRIAN RAY/STAFF

Colorado, like all but eight U.S. states, requires proof of legal residence to obtain a 
driver’s license. After a recent fatal crash near Milner, whether undocumented immi-
grants should be legally allowed to drive is a national question with local weight.
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State Rep. Al White, R-Winter Park, left, visits with local residents Candace Noriega, 
center, and Julie Ann Carta during a reception at Mambo Italiano in Steamboat Springs 
on Saturday night.

State representative formalizes state Senate run at reception

White courts bipartisan support

See White, page 11A
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