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THIS WEEK: Should half-cent sales tax reve-
nues be shared with Hayden and South Routt 
immediately, or not until the tax is officially 
renewed?
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Overcast with 
rain and snow 
at night. High 
of 48.
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Funding decision taxing
Zach Fridell
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When the time comes for the 
Education Fund Board to share 
Steamboat Springs’ half-cent 
sales tax revenues with neigh-
boring school districts, Shane 
Antyr will be ready.

Antyr, the technology coordi-
nator for the South Routt School 
District, already has prepared 
a three-year plan for how to 

replace the district’s aging com-
puters, servers and technology. 
The plan moved closer to reality 
last week, with the resounding 
voter approval of two referen-
dums related to renewal of the 
half-cent sales tax for educa-
tion. 

Exactly how much closer 
remains to be seen.

Referendums 2A and 2B 
passed with more than 70 per-
cent of the vote and allow, 
respectively, for a 10-year renew-

al of the sales tax and sharing 
of its revenues with Hayden and 
South Routt school districts. But 
the passage of the referendums 
already has given rise to ques-
tions surrounding their intent 
— such as when the sharing of 
revenues should start.

The need for that shar-
ing is evident in South Routt, 
where Antyr’s department is an 
example of funding disparities 

Obama 
readies 
to face 
crises

Deb Riechmann
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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All presidents are tested. Few 
walk into the Oval Office when 
the nation is in the throes of 
multiple crises.

Like Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Pres-
ident-elect Obama 
is facing a banking 
emergency.

Like Abraham 
Lincoln, Obama is 
trying to patch up 
national divisions. 
To ready himself 
for the job, Obama 

said Friday he is reading some 
writings by Lincoln, “who’s 
always an extraordinary inspira-
tion.”

And like Richard Nixon, 
George W. Bush and others, 
Obama will be commander in 
chief of U.S. troops in combat.

“With two wars and an 
economic crisis, this is one 
step away from what Lincoln 
or FDR faced,” said Terry 
Sullivan, associate profes-
sor of  political science at the 
University of  North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. “The ques-
tion is, ‘Which direction is the 
nation going to go?”’

Although the challenges 
Obama faces are daunting, they 
also give him the opportunity to 
shape history in a big way.

“My 88-year-old mother 
asks me regularly, ‘Why would 
anybody want to be president 
now?’ said Sullivan, who man-
ages the Presidential Transition 
Project at Rice University. “My 
answer is ‘Every one of them 
wants to be FDR.’ This is their 
chance. What makes fame in the 
American presidency is a great 
challenge and succeeding.” Or, 
Sullivan added, facing a great 
challenge and failing.

In fewer than 11 weeks, 
Obama will inherit not only the 
economic crisis and the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, but also 
the ongoing threat of a terror-
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Shane Antyr, technology coordinator for the South Routt School District, 
works with an annual budget of about $40,000. Voters decided to pass a referendum 
that would allow the Steamboat Springs School District to share funds raised by the 
half-cent sales tax with the Hayden and South Routt districts.

Districts discuss when to start sharing sales-tax revenues
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Catherine Carson, chairwoman of the Routt County Democratic Party, speaks to fellow Democrats on Election Day at Big House Burgers in Steamboat 
Springs. This year’s election cemented the party’s dominance in Routt County, where nearly all Democratic candidates won by wide margins against their GOP opponents.

Leftward leaning
In Routt County, shift to the left has become a slide

Six days before Election Day, Randy 
Baumgardner stood in the Old 
Town Pub and took note of what 

he saw while driving into downtown 
Steamboat Springs that morning.

Democrats were waving signs on street 
corners and urging people to vote early. 
There were no Republican counterparts.

As Baumgardner spoke to Routt 
County Republicans waiting for a cam-

paign visit by U.S. Senate candidate and 
former Congressman Bob Schaffer, he 
didn’t call for the same kind of activism. 
Rather, he chalked his party’s aversion to 
get in people’s faces to the conservative 

character of its members.
If Routt County has been leaning to 

the left since 2003, 2008 might be con-
sidered the year it fell over. Although 
Republicans did well in Northwest 
Colorado as a region, they fared abys-
mally in Routt County.

Baumgardner went on to a solid win in

YVHA pushes for cooperation
Blythe Terrell
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Cooperation will be crucial 
for the Yampa Valley Housing 
Authority as it confronts a chal-
lenging financial future, agency 
officials agreed.

That cooperation could come 
in the form of work with devel-

opers and government entities 
— and YVHA leaders said they 
need the input. The authority’s 
plate is full of serious topics, 
including the future of the pro-
posed Elk River Village devel-
opment, funding and a plan in 
case the YVHA doesn’t survive.

“We have to look for ways to 
become an effective and stable 
organization,” President Mary 

Alice Page-Allen said Friday. 
“And that includes working with 
every possible entity, agency, 
individual that we can and mak-
ing the best of the opportunities 
there are out there.”

Officials and community 
members discussed the issues 
at an Oct. 31 retreat. The work MATT STENSLAND/STAFF

The Yampa Valley Housing Authority last year purchased the Fish Creek 
Mobile Home Park with the help of a loan from the city of Steamboat Springs.

Local 
ballot 
looms 
in ’09
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The last of the McCain/Palin 
and Yes on 2A and 2B signs still 
stand in the snow in Steamboat 
Springs as remnants of Tuesday’s 
election, when Colorado became 
a newly minted blue state. 

But now that the 2008 elec-
tion season has ground to a 
halt, Routt County voters have 
only 358 days to go until the 
Nov. 3, 2009, election — ripe 
with less-partisan but, undoubt-
edly, not less-heated contests for 
Steamboat Springs City Council 
and school districts across the 
county. 

And at least two tax issues 
appear at this early juncture to 
be candidates for next year’s bal-
lot.

After a measure to fund 
a Downtown Business Im -
provement District failed by 
only six votes in November 
2007, proponents spoke of 
bringing the matter before 
voters again. Yampa Valley 
Housing Authority administra-
tors also are strongly consider-
ing a ballot issue next year to 
provide a permanent funding 
source for the group’s afford-
able housing efforts. 

But even 12 months out, the 
economy already is a factor in 
considerations of next year’s 
ballot.

There are concerns that vot-
ers in the business improvement 
district still would not give the 
property tax increase a green 
light on its second go-round, 
Mainstreet Steamboat Springs 
Manager Tracy Barnett said. 

“With the economy the way it 
is, we don’t know if we’re going 
to be able to swing that,” Barnett 
said. 

SUNDAYFOCUS
STORY BY BRANDON GEE

City council, school 
elections up next

Agency discusses Elk River development, possible ballot issue

See Crises, page 9A See Shift, page 10A

See YVHA, page 11A See Election, page 11A

Myriad challenges 
await president-elect

Obama

See Sales tax, page 9A
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