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LAST WEEK:  In light of starry views during 
last Sunday’s power outage, is downtown 
Steamboat Springs too bright at night?
Results/5A

VIEWPOINTS
To report home delivery problems, 

please call (970) 871-4250 on Sunday 
from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Missed papers 

will be delivered by 10:30 a.m.

www.steamboatpilot.com
THIS WEEK:  Do permitted concealed 
weapons held by members of the public 
make the community safer?
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Sunny with a 
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High of 63.
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Members of The Lowell Whiteman School’s Class of 2008 share a moment 
after graduation Saturday. From left are Molly Leonard, Emily Polster, Lauren 
Ventrudo, Sophie Leonard, Whitney Holtan and Caitlin Colgan.

Clinton 
to give 
Obama 
her full 
support

Beth Fouhy
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON

Hillary Rodham Clinton sus-
pended her pioneering campaign 
for the presidency Saturday and 
summoned supporters to use 
“our energy, our passion, our 

strength” to put 
Barack Obama in 
the White House.

“I endorse him 
and throw my full 
support behind 
him,” said the 
former first lady, 
delivering the 
strong affirmation 
that her one-time 
rival and other 
Democratic lead-
ers hoped to hear 
after a bruising 
campaign.

Amid tears 
from her support-

ers, Clinton issued a call for 
unity that emphasized the cul-
tural and political milestones 
that she and Obama, the first 
black to secure a presidential 

Clinton

Obama

See Clinton, page 10A

Wyoming 
workers
suffer 
housing 
shortages

Conning Chu
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ROCK SPRINGS, WYO.

The Wyoming energy boom 
gave Richard Sherman a new job 
and a housing headache.

With his move to southwest 
Wyoming to work in a coal mine, 
the 51-year-old began a lengthy 
hunt for affordable housing that 
included four months of living 
in motels and trips home to 
Utah every weekend to visit his 
family.

“It was terrible when we first 
came up,” said Sherman, a main-
tenance foreman at the Bridger 
Coal Company Mine. “It was 
really tough because the town 
was booming and everything was 
taken.”

Situated on land rich with natu-
ral resources, Rock Springs and 
surrounding Sweetwater County 
are closely tied to Wyoming’s ener-
gy industry. The sparsely populated 
state is the nation’s top producer of 

See Housing, page 10A

Saying goodbye to Strawberry Park

Melinda Dudley
PILOT & TODAY STAFF

ROUTT COUNTY

As they accepted their 
diplomas Saturday, The Lowell 
Whiteman School graduates 
were honored for academics, 
athletics and — in some cases 
— achievements as varied as 
stylistic telemark skiing and 
being a dorm’s undisputed 
champion of  Dance Dance 
Revolution.

The Lowell Whiteman 

School honored its 51st gradu-
ating class at commencement 
for its 18 members of  the Class 
of  2008. The class is not only 
one of  the school’s largest, but 
its 10 four-year seniors are the 
most in school history.

“I’m very excited to see 
what all of  you do with your 
lives,” class-selected speaker 
Brady Findell said. “As a class, 
I think we have a heck of  a lot 
of  potential, and I’m proud to 
graduate with you.”

Student speakers reflected 

fondly on their years at Lowell 
Whiteman — on campus, 
abroad, on the slopes and in 
the wilderness.

“Though it will deprive you 
of  sleep, and it will turn you 
into a procrastinator caffeine-
junkie — trust me, I know 
— it goes by too fast,” Findell 
said.

Graduates’ unique high 
school experience will provide 
them with plenty of  excellent 

‘I guess 
I was 

destined’

Gearing up for fire season
Brandon Gee

PILOT & TODAY STAFF

GUNNISON

As wildfire season bears down 
on the Western Slope, more 
than 700 people from Colorado 
and 24 other states attended the 
Colorado Wildland Fire and 
Incident Management Academy 
at Western State College last 
week, including several Yampa 
Valley officials.

Because of  forecasts for 

above-average temperatures and 
below-average precipitation this 
summer and millions of acres 
of dead trees from the state’s 
mountain pine beetle epidemic, 
officials say this could be an 
active year for Colorado wild-
fires.

“We’ve kind of been expect-
ing it every year,” said Paul 
Gilbertson, a Steamboat Springs 
Fire Rescue member who 
attended the academy. “We’re 

prepared every year.”
Wildfires burn more than four 

million acres in the U.S. annu-
ally, and suppression efforts cost 
about $1 billion a year. Wildland 
blazes claim a varying number 
of firefighters’ lives each year.

“What we hope is that some-
where down the road some-
thing you learned here saves 
your life,” Bob Kittridge, crew 
chief of the El Paso County 

Responders, officials attend incident management training

MATT STENSLAND/STAFF

Colorado Wildland Fire Academy students file down a mountain road outside 
Gunnison on Friday after a morning of learning to dig fire lines.

Demand 
for water 
on rise

Melinda Dudley
PILOT & TODAY STAFF

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

While the Yampa River is 
meeting Routt County’s needs 
for now, future increases in 
water demand and the predict-
ed effects of  climate change 
may make protecting the 
resource an uphill battle in the 
future.

The Yampa/White Basin 
Roundtable, which guides water 
policy in Routt, Moffat and Rio 
Blanco counties, is studying the 
Yampa River to develop data 
that can be used in future deci-
sion-making, agriculture repre-
sentative Mary Brown said at 
Friday’s 2008 Water Forum in 
Steamboat Springs.

The organization does not 
yet have an official stance on 
any pending pumpback proj-
ects, as there are too many 
unknowns to form a “reasoned 
opinion,” but the roundtable is 
looking at what claims to the 
river exist, how much water 
is in the watershed and how 
much might be available for 
other uses, Brown said.

“The idea here, in a per-
fect world, would be that after 
we get all these assessments 
done … we see where swapping 

Forum addresses 
future impacts 
to Yampa River

See Water, page 12A

Matt Kotts eases the single-engine 
Cessna 182 onto the Steamboat 
Springs Airport runway. 

He’s deliberate in his speech and movements, 
talking mostly about the Friday afternoon 

flight over the Yampa Valley 
while adjusting knobs. 

“We can go wherever,” 
Kotts says. The wind has 
been whipping, but he’s not 
worried. “It might be a little 
bumpy.”

He’s particularly calm for 
a man whose first plane ride, 
nearly 30 years ago, ended 
on the side of a mountain. 
Kotts speeds down the run-
way and into the sky. He 
gains altitude and heads 
east, toward the crash site on 
Buffalo Pass.

Flight 217
Kotts was 8 months old when he took 

off from this airport for the first time, in a 
deHavilland Twin Otter commuter plane. 
He and his mother, Margie, were traveling to 
Denver with 18 other passengers. Two crew-
members put the planeload at 22. 

At 6:55 p.m. on Dec. 4, 1978, Rocky 
Mountain Airways Flight 217 left the 
Steamboat Springs airport. 

See Graduation, page 6A

See Fire training, page 12A

The Lowell Whiteman School honors its 51st graduating class

Man who survived plane 
crash as infant now soars 

above valley himself

STORY BY 
BLYTHE 
TERRELL

SUNDAY
FOCUS

See Crash, page 11A

MATT STENSLAND/STAFF

Above: Steamboat Springs 
resident Matt Kotts was among 
the 21 survivors of a Rocky 
Mountain Airways plane crash in 
1978 on Buffalo Pass. Kotts was 
8 months old when the plane 
crashed. 

ROD HANNA/COURTESY

Right: Rescuers get to work at 
the scene of the Rocky Mountain 
Airways Flight 217 crash. The 
plane crashed about 7:45 p.m. 
Dec. 4 on the east side of Buffalo 
Pass.

For more
Photos from 
the 1978 
plane crash 
and rescue
See page 14A
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