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LAST WEEK:  Will more than 450 inches of 
snow fall at Steamboat Ski Area this winter?
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To report home delivery problems, 

please call (970) 871-4250 on Sunday 
from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Missed papers 

will be delivered by 10:30 a.m.
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THIS WEEK:  Should the city approve the pro-
posed two-year contract extension for Triple 
Crown Sports, including the use of Emerald 
Park fields? 
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Mostly cloudy. 
Snow 
showers, 
colder. 
High of 29.
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LIFT LESSONS
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Shawn Gienger, a cook at Soda Creek Pizza, prepares a pizza prior to Friday’s lunch rush. Rising wholesale costs of flour, cheese and tomatoes are straining the budgets 
of local pizza parlors.

Soda Creek Pizza owner Steve 
Hitchcock has done everything he 
can think of to battle rising whole-

sale food prices.
He prices comparatively between 

the two major food suppliers — Sysco 
Corporation and U.S. Foodservice — to 
make sure his costs stay as low as possi-
ble. He’s looked at replacement products, 
but didn’t find anything his restaurant 

could use. He instituted an employee-
training program to make sure supplies 
were being used as prudently as possible.

“Good news was that we weren’t wast-
ing any products,” Hitchcock said. 

The bad news was that the training 
and other efforts didn’t save Soda Creek 
Pizza any money.

“Any time that you manufacture a 
product of any kind, if the things you 
buy as a manufacturer are going up in 
price, that increase goes straight off the 
bottom line if you don’t do something 

Escalating costs for grain, dairy push local pizza parlors to financial limit

The price of a slice
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Northern Illinois University junior Suzie Gross of Vernon Hills 
places flowers at a memorial for the five victims of Thursday’s shoot-
ing in DeKalb, Ill., on Friday. 

Ashley M. Heher and Caryn Rousseau
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DEKALB, ILL.

Steven Kazmierczak, at 27, looked 
like an average schoolboy — except 
that his arms were covered with 
disturbing images, including a doll 
from the horror movie “Saw.”

Professors and students knew 

him as a bright, helpful scholar, but 
his past included a stint in a mental 
health center.

Many saw him as happy and sta-
ble, but he had developed a recent 
interest in guns and was involved in 
a troubled — possibly abusive — on-
again, off-again relationship.

What people initially told police 
about the Northern Illinois shooter 

didn’t add up, and now investigators 
are searching for answers to what 
triggered Thursday’s bloody attack, 
in which five students were killed 
and several more injured before 
Kazmierczak committed suicide.

While searching for a motive, 
authorities questioned family and 
friends and tried to determine 

Loved ones try to reconcile the two sides of shooter

Officials investigate NIU gunman

See NIU, page 13A
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Returning from a break 
during last week’s Steamboat 
Springs City Council meeting, 
Councilman Jon Quinn was sur-
prised to find a side door he 
normally takes into Centennial 
Hall’s Citizens Meeting Room 
locked.

The door, along with all of 
the chamber’s side doors, was 
locked from the outside that 
night as part of heightened secu-
rity measures being considered 
by the city in response to recent 
events.

On Feb. 7, Charles Thornton 
went on a shooting rampage at 
the beginning of a City Council 
meeting in Kirkwood, Mo., kill-
ing two police officers and three 
city officials. The very next day, 
with news of the shooting fresh 
in everyone’s minds, an incident 
at Steamboat’s City Hall empha-
sized security concerns already 
at the forefront.

“We had an incident at the 
front desk that made us nervous,” 
Deputy City Manager Wendy 
DuBord said. “(Someone) came 
in and made a comment that 
upset our front desk.”

“Every now and then we get 
an angry constituent in that 
reminds us everyone’s not happy 
in the world,” City Clerk Julie 
Jordan added.

Police are investigating the 
incident at the front desk, but 
don’t expect to bring any charg-
es forward.

City Council President Loui 
Antonucci said the incidents 
have put some council members 
on edge, which is why Public 
Safety Director J.D. Hays was 
asked to come to the end of 
Tuesday’s meeting to discuss 
possible security upgrades for 
the council chambers.

It’s a step being taken by local 
governmental bodies nation-
wide in Kirkwood’s wake. Routt 

City 
eyes 
safety
Shootings spur 
council security 

talks locally

See Food, page 13A See Security, page 12A
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Second graders Tyra Whitmore and 
Kianna Whitmore play on a piece of equip-
ment during recess Friday at Strawberry 
Park Elementary School.

Mike McCollum
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Education Fund Board mem-
bers are questioning how to 
best manage the fund’s reserves 
in light of the possibility that 
voters reject an extension of 
the city’s half-cent sales tax for 
education in November.

Because the sales tax is 
dependent on approval by 
Steamboat Springs voters 
— approval occurred in 1993, 

1996 and 1999, and will be on 
the ballot this year — the Fund 
Board traditionally has kept a 
large reserve in case the sales 
tax is rejected and its revenues 
disappear. 

But some board members 
advise spending more of the 
reserves, citing a concern that 
large reserves send a message to 
the public that the Fund Board 
has deep pockets. All board 
members agree that a plan must 
be crafted to gradually adminis-
ter remaining funds if the sales 

tax expires Dec. 31, 2009.
Board member Denise 

Connelly, who also is a 
Steamboat Springs School 
Board member, said she is 
hopeful, but not confident, vot-
ers will extend the sales tax.

“I’m cautious and I’m fear-
ful what that will mean to our 
community if it doesn’t pass,” 
she said. “I don’t take it for 
granted — it just means too 
much to our district.”

The half-cent sales tax rev-
enue distributed in 2007 to 

the Steamboat Springs School 
District increased from $1.9 
million to $2.9 million, or 47 
percent, since voters renewed 
the tax in 1999. In 1993, when 
voters first approved the tax, 
$1.1 million in sales tax rev-
enues were gifted to the school 
district.

“In the beginning, $1.1 mil-
lion was enough to cover pretty 
much everything we thought we 
could cover,” said board mem-

Fund Board debates reserves as sales tax renewal vote looms

To spend or protect
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AIR FORCE ACADEMY

The war-stressed military is 
shutting down the Air Force 
Academy’s emergency room and 
its inpatient hospital. The two 
civilian hospitals that will take 
over serving more than 100,000 
people in one way or another 
say it will not be a problem.

The Gazette reported Saturday 
that the academy will phase out 
the services starting April 1.

The academy’s health staff 
will be cut by more than half 
from 45 to 21 as part of the 
overall federal Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission. The 
same plan will bring thousands 
more troops to Fort Carson.

The Air Force Academy 
patients will be sent to civilian 
hospitals, Memorial or Penrose.

The hospital had served about 
30,000 families, retirees, active 
military and cadets. It also was 
the primary care provider or the 
provider of specialty care for 
105,000 in the Colorado Springs 
area.

Memorial Hospital Central 
has one of the busiest ERs in 
the state, but spokesman Chris 
Valentine said the academy’s 
loss of services shouldn’t be 
a burden on the system. The 
health system’s new location in 
northern Colorado Springs has 
reduced the load on the ER, 
and Valentine said the hospital 
already serves a significant num-
ber of military families.

Penrose Hospital also is 
prepared to handle any addi-
tional volume, said Amy Sufak, 
Penrose spokeswoman.

The Air Force Academy had 
been ranked the No. 1 hospital 
in the Air Force and among the 
best medium-sized hospitals in 
the military.

By the end of June, the acade-
my hospital will no longer admit 
patients, except for a few cadets, 
said Col. Alan Berg, commander 
of the 10th Medical Group.

Academy 
to shut 
doors to 
inpatient 
hospital

See Schools, page 12A

DOUBLED 
UP
Racers pair up 
for cold, fast 
kicking
OUTDOORS 8D

1


